dren who resided in a refugee camp reported feeling more strongly connected to their ethnic identity than did children from the village (p = 0.003). Participants from the refugee camp were more likely to define themselves only on the basis of their national identity, while villagers more frequently described themselves on the basis of multiple collective identities (i.e., national, ethnic, and religious). Boys tended to have more to say than girls, although the two most prolific writers were girls. In particular, boys more frequently discussed the importance of resistance to oppression than girls. Unsurprisingly, adolescents tended to have a more complex and nuanced sense of collective identities than preadolescents.
Conclusions: Future research should further address the development of collective identity in this population, particularly through longitudinal studies incorporating the use of interviews with more diverse participants, including Palestinian Israelis, Christians, and Druze. Psychologists working with this population must be aware of, and foster, positive developmental trajectories, as today's Palestinian will develop into the leaders and policymakers of the future.
